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Biographical 
Sketch  
From 1837 to 1838 Upper and Lower Canada were facing rebellion.  In Upper 
Canada, William Lyon Mackenzie’s desire for a truly representative 
government fueled the rebellion.  Eventually most of the rebels were driven 
out of the province, but this did not prevent them from attempting to gain 
support from individuals who were harboring them in the United States.  The 
governments of Upper and Lower Canada feared the US government would 
lend aid in support of the rebels and seize the opportunity to invade Canada 
once again.   
 
The resolution was written in response to what the legislative assembly of 
Upper Canada considered a breach of neutrality by certain American citizens.      
The assembly required assurances from the United States government that it 
had no intention of supporting the insurrection of a few American individuals 
in supporting the rebels.   
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